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Acronyms

AUWP = Annual Union Work Programme for European 
Standardization
BT = Technical Board
CoS = Committee on Standards (EC)
EC = European Commission
ESOs = European Standardization Organisations
hEN = Harmonized standard
SRAHG = Standardization Request Ad-hoc Group
SReq = Standardization Request 
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What is a SReq?

Regulation (EU) 1025/2012 
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Defines the relationship between the EC and the three ESOs

Technical Body Officers seminar – December 2023



© CEN and CENELEC  5

STANDARDIZATION 
REQUESTS

HARMONIZED 
STANDARD

What is a SReq?
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What is a SReq?
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What is a SReq?

Before Reg 1025/2012 (1 January 2013)  Mandate

After Reg 1025/2012 (1 January 2013)  Standardization Request 
= a Commission implementing Decision

Hyperlink to EC Database for all Mandates 
& SReqs
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https://ec.europa.eu/growth/tools-databases/mandates
https://ec.europa.eu/growth/tools-databases/mandates


What is a SReq?
List of standards
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Example from PPE

Annex 1 of the SReq contains the exhaustive
list of the requested standards to be provided 
by the ESOs

 CEN/CENELEC cannot offer other standards 
for citation than those listed in Annex 1
 Limited flexibility for ESOs to adapt the 

work programme (merging or splitting 
deliverables is normally possible)
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ESOs may request the EC to add standards (e.g. through 
the Annual Report)

Normally, an amendment of the SReq is needed for this 
purpose
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What is a SReq?
Add standards to the list after SReq adoption

TC secretaries to be 
proactive
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ESOs may request to adjust the scope and extend 
deadlines

Normally, an amendment of the SReq is needed for this 
purpose
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Example from Space Heating Appliances

What is a SReq?
Adjust scope and deadlines

TC secretaries to be 
proactive
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What is a SReq?
Expiry date
The EC sets an expiry date for the SReq 

Defines period during which there is a legal framework for the EC to 
accept standards from the ESOs

Once the SReq expires, there is no legal framework to offer standards 
 imperative that TCs communicate delays to CCMC
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Example from PPE

TC secretaries to be 
proactive
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How to amend an existing SReq?

To request additional standards, extension of deadlines for 
standards’ delivery and/or extension of the expiry date of the SReq 

CCMC has to contact the relevant EC desk officer
An existing SReq can be amended only via a new SReq! It is not 
a quick exercise.

Why:
Since the SReq has the legal status of a Commission Implementing 
Decision, the EC will launch the full process for the approval of a 
new Commission Implementing Decision, i.e. among others, the EC 
inter-service consultation and the approval by the Member States in 
the CoS.
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Training for newly appointed TB Officers – December 2023 © CEN and CENELEC  13

SReq development process
Commission 

planning 
(AUWP) –

Future SReqs 
are 

announced 

Relevant 
Technical 
Bodies are 
informed

Drafting and 
consultation 
(ESOs, Annex 

III org., 
relevant 

stakeholders, 
etc.) 

1. Inform BT(s) 
and relevant 
TBs

2. SRAHG 
establishment 
and 
consultation

3. 1st SRAHG 
mtg

4. Provision 
comments to 
EC 

Commission
Inter-
service 
consultation

Presentation 
in Committee 
on Standards 
(CoS)

Possibility for 
CEN and 
CENELEC to 
provide oral 
comments at 
CoS meeting

EC 
completes 
checklist 
and shares 
it with ESOs

Submit the 
SReq checklist 
to SRAHG for 
info

Adoption by 
EC as a 
Commission 
Implementing 
Act

Notification 
to ESOs

Formal 
acceptance/ 
rejection 
letter within 
one month

IF ACCEPTED

Work 
Programme

Annual Reports Final Report

Close of CoS 
vote with a 
positive 
result

EC
finalization 

of the 
stable 
SReq

Vote in CoS

1. BT doc for 
info, incl. 
checklist

2. SRAHG 
meeting to 
provide a 
recommend.

3. Mtg for BT if 
needed

1. SRAHG mtg
2. CCMC fills 

SReq checklist
3. SRAHG 

comments on 
filled checklist 
+ convenor 
agreement

4. CCMC submits 
filled checklist 
to EC + 
comments

Immediately 
after vote in 
CoS with 
positive 
outcome
Submission of 
doc for vote to 
BT(s) for 
acceptance/
Rejection, incl. 
checklist



What is a SRAHG?
SRAHG establishment

CCMC prepares a BT doc for information:
Summary the draft SReq and points for attention
Call for SRAHG members + Method of appointment
Date and time of the first SRAHG meeting
Deadline and procedure for the submission of comments on the draft SReq
 Link to the related SD Documents folder where to find all the relevant documents 

and grant national representatives access
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ToR “Standardization Requests – Ad-hoc Groups (SRAHG), 'Their role, composition & way of working”
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https://boss.cen.eu/media/CEN/reference%20material/guidancedoc/Documents/sreqahg.pdf
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 Interested CEN/BT Members and CENELEC Permanent Delegates (or their alternates)

 National experts nominated by CEN/BT Members and CENELEC Permanent Delegates;

 Representatives of the concerned Technical Body(ies) (if applicable); 

 Partner Organizations represented in the Technical Body(ies) including Annex III 
Organizations (if applicable); 

 One representative of the relevant Sector Forum and/or Coordination Group (if applicable);

 ISO/IEC representative(s) 

 EC representative(s) – when considered necessary to clarify the content/scope of the draft 
Standardization Request;

 Convenor usually TC Chair

 CCMC (secretariat)

At any time during the life cycle of the SRAHG, CEN/BT Members and CENELEC Permanent 
Delegates can join the group and/or nominate experts.

What is a SRAHG?
SRAHG composition
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What is a SRAHG?
SRAHG objectives
 Steer the preparatory work associated to the SReq, in particular 

gives input on: 
 Complete list of hENs to be developed/revised and full titles 
 Deadlines
 Responsible Technical Bodies
 Need for financial support

 Flag any possible issue in the draft Sreq that might jeopardise the 
acceptance/development of the Sreq

 Agree on the recommendation for acceptance or rejection of 
Standardization Requests to the Technical Boards (once vote at CoS 
has started)
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What is a SRAHG?
Meetings

 SRAHG inputs collected through the commenting template and discussed 
them a "comments resolution meeting"

 Consolidated comments are circulated by CCMC to the EC (and to the SRAHG 
though the SD Documents)

 SRAHGs operate by consensus and do not vote
 No national delegation principle
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1. There are some elements that can be negotiated with the 
European Commission at certain moments of the process

Focus on them at the right moment!
2. CEN and/or CENELEC – not the SRAHG, not the BTs – formally 

accept/reject the Commission Implementing Decision
3. Acceptance cannot be conditional upon anything (e.g. funding, 

future agreement to change standards/deadlines)
4. if accepted, CEN and/or CENELEC are committed to delivering 

what is expected in the SReq
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What is a SRAHG?
Points for attention
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SReq development process
Commission 

planning 
(AUWP) –

Future SReqs 
are 

announced 

Relevant 
Technical 
Bodies are 
informed

Drafting and 
consultation 
(ESOs, Annex 

III org., 
relevant 

stakeholders, 
etc.) 

1. Inform BT(s) 
and relevant 
TBs

2. SRAHG 
establishment 
and 
consultation

3. 1st SRAHG 
mtg

4. Provision 
comments to 
EC 

Commission
Inter-
service 
consultation

Presentation 
in Committee 
on Standards 
(CoS)

Possibility for 
CEN and 
CENELEC to 
provide oral 
comments at 
CoS meeting

EC 
completes 
checklist 
and shares 
it with ESOs

Submit the 
SReq checklist 
to SRAHG for 
info

Adoption by 
EC as a 
Commission 
Implementing 
Act

Notification 
to ESOs

Formal 
acceptance/ 
rejection 
letter within 
one month

IF ACCEPTED

Work 
Programme

Annual Reports Final Report

Close of CoS 
vote with a 
positive 
result

EC
finalization 

of the 
stable 
SReq

Vote in CoS

1. BT doc for 
info, incl. 
checklist

2. SRAHG 
meeting to 
provide a 
recommend.

3. Mtg for BT if 
needed

1. SRAHG mtg
2. CCMC fills 

SReq checklist
3. SRAHG 

comments on 
filled checklist 
+ convenor 
agreement

4. CCMC submits 
filled checklist 
to EC + 
comments

Immediately 
after vote in 
CoS with 
positive 
outcome
Submission of 
doc for vote to 
BT(s) for 
acceptance/
Rejection, incl. 
checklist
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Developed by the ESOs-EC Task force "Timely European Standards for a 
Green and Digital, Single and Global Market"

Approved by BTs in May 2023 with immediate application

Objective: raise awareness to the Commission officers on 
critical elements that may prevent the SR feasibility by the relevant 
ESO(s)

20

Draft SReq Checklist
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To be filled by relevant ESOs on the 
basis of the stable draft Sreq, 
before Inter-service consultation

Draft SReq Checklist

reserved to the 
Commission services 
for any reply to the 
possible 
concerns/critical 
elements of the 
ESO(s), before 
considering 
this document final



Before submitting the SReq checklist to the relevant Commission 
officer, it has to be:

• filled out by CCMC, based on SRAHG input
• shared for comments with the SRAHG members
• agreed with the SRAHG Convenor

CCMC will attach the filled SReq checklist to the BT documents 
(for information or decision)
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Draft SReq Checklist
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SReq development process
Commission 

planning 
(AUWP) –

Future SReqs 
are 

announced 

Relevant 
Technical 
Bodies are 
informed

Drafting and 
consultation 
(ESOs, Annex 

III org., 
relevant 

stakeholders, 
etc.) 

1. Inform BT(s) 
and relevant 
TBs

2. SRAHG 
establishment 
and 
consultation

3. 1st SRAHG 
mtg

4. Provision 
comments to 
EC 

Commission
Inter-
service 
consultation

Presentation 
in Committee 
on Standards 
(CoS)

Possibility for 
CEN and 
CENELEC to 
provide oral 
comments at 
CoS meeting

EC 
completes 
checklist 
and shares 
it with ESOs

Submit the 
SReq checklist 
to SRAHG for 
info

Adoption by 
EC as a 
Commission 
Implementing 
Act

Notification 
to ESOs

Formal 
acceptance/ 
rejection 
letter within 
one month

IF ACCEPTED

Work 
Programme

Annual Reports Final Report

Close of CoS 
vote with a 
positive 
result

EC
finalization 

of the 
stable 
SReq

Vote in CoS

1. BT doc for 
info, incl. 
checklist

2. SRAHG 
meeting to 
provide a 
recommend.

3. Mtg for BT if 
needed

1. SRAHG mtg
2. CCMC fills 

SReq checklist
3. SRAHG 

comments on 
filled checklist 
+ convenor 
agreement

4. CCMC submits 
filled checklist 
to EC + 
comments

Immediately 
after vote in 
CoS with 
positive 
outcome
Submission of 
doc for vote to 
BT(s) for 
acceptance/
Rejection, incl. 
checklist
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Steps after the acceptance of the SReq
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Work 
Programme

Annual 
Reports

Final Report

Article 3 of the SReqArticle 2 of the SReq

It shall include:

• Responsible Technical 
Bodies

• Deliverables to be 
developed/revised (titles 
and scope)

• Timeframe for the execution 
of the deliverables

It shall include:

• Progress of the deliverables 
and possible delays 
(updated Work Programme)

• Need of chaging titles and 
scope

• Any issues that might 
jeopardise the delivery

Inputs are to be provided by the 
TC secretaries and will be compiled 
and harmonized by CCMC



Useful links
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1.Standardization requests (Mandates)
2.ToR “Standardization Requests – Ad-hoc

Groups (SRAHG), 'Their role, composition &
way of working”

3.Draft SReq Checklist
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https://boss.cen.eu/reference-material/guidancedoc/pages/mandates/
https://boss.cen.eu/media/CEN/reference%20material/guidancedoc/Documents/sreqahg.pdf
https://boss.cen.eu/media/CEN/reference%20material/guidancedoc/Documents/sreqahg.pdf
https://boss.cen.eu/media/CEN/reference%20material/guidancedoc/Documents/sreqahg.pdf
https://boss.cen.eu/media/CEN/formtemp/environment_checklist_service.docx


Sources
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1. Regulation 1025/2012
2. EC COM(2018)
3. EC website on harmonised standards
4. EC mandates database
5. EC Vademecum on European standardisation in support of Union

legislation and policies - Part 2 - Preparation and adoption of the
Commission’s standardisation requests to the European
standardisation organisations
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https://eur-lex.europa.eu/LexUriServ/LexUriServ.do?uri=OJ:L:2012:316:0012:0033:EN:PDF
https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/?uri=COM%3A2018%3A764%3AFIN
https://ec.europa.eu/growth/single-market/european-standards/harmonised-standards_en
https://ec.europa.eu/growth/tools-databases/mandates
https://single-market-economy.ec.europa.eu/single-market/european-standards/vademecum-european-standardisation_en
https://single-market-economy.ec.europa.eu/single-market/european-standards/vademecum-european-standardisation_en
https://single-market-economy.ec.europa.eu/single-market/european-standards/vademecum-european-standardisation_en
https://single-market-economy.ec.europa.eu/single-market/european-standards/vademecum-european-standardisation_en


Question time
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Thanks! Questions?

agaetani@cencenelec.eu

cthorngreen@cencenelec.eu

mailto:agaetani@cencenelec.eu
mailto:cthorngreen@cencenelec.eu
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